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1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT JOSEPH ALSOP OP-ED COLUMN, WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 6, WASHPOST, HEADLINED "PERILOUS SCENARIO IN THE 
MIDEAST." 

2. IT IS TIME TO MENTION THE UNMENTIONABLE. BEFORE 12 
MONTHS HAVE PASSED, THE UNITED STATES MAY WELL BE TAKING 
MILITARY ACTION IN THE PERSIAN GULF, IN ORDER TO COUNTER 
ANOTHER OIL EMBARGO. 

3. AS THESE WORDS ARE WRITTEN, TWO QUESTIONS ARE STILL 
UNANSWERED THAT CAN AFFECT THE OUTCOME. THE FIRST QUESTION 
IS WHICH BLATHERSKITES WILL BE ELECTED TO THE NEW 
CONGRESS. THE SECOND QUESTION IS WHAT WILL BE THE 

RESULT OF THE RETURN TO THE MIDDLE EAST OF SECRETARY OF 
STATE HENRY A. KISSINGER. 
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4. OF THESE TWO QUESTIONS, THE SECOND IS REALLY FAR MORE 
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IMPORTANT THAN THE FIRST. IF THE MIDDLE EASTERN DEADLOCK 
IS NOT BROKEN BY SECRETARY KISSINGER, THERE WILL BE ANOTHER 
ARAB-ISRAELI WAR. IF THERE IS ANOTHER ARAB ISRAELI WAR, 

THE UNITED STATES WILL PROPERLY AID ISRAEL - WITH MOST OF 
THE BLATHERSKITES IN CONGRESS ON THE RIGHT SIDE FOR ONCE. 

5. IF THE U.S. AIDS ISRAEL, HOWEVER, THE U.S. WILL BE 
INSTANTLY SUBJECT TO ANOTHER OIL EMBARGO. THE U.S. CANNOT 
AGAIN PERMIT OIL TO BE USED AS AN ESSENTIALLY MILITARY 
WEAPON WITHOUT A SUITABLE MILITARY RESPONSE. AND THAT 
RESPONSE CAN ONLY BE MADE IN THE PERSIAN GULF. 

6. IF THE LOGIC OF ALL THIS IS NOT EVIDENT TODAY, IT IS 
BECAUSE WE NOW ARGUE ABOUT EVERYTHING THAT DOES NOT 
MATTER AND IGNORE EVERYTHING THAT DOES MATTER. IF 
SECRETARY KISSINGER SHOULD FAIL IN THE MIDDLE EAST, HOW- 
EVER, THE COLD, HARD, CRUEL LOGIC WILL BECOME ALL TOO 
EVIDENT BEFORE VERY LONG. 

7. THUS THE PRIME QUESTION IS WHAT CHANCE SECRETARY 
KISSINGER HAS OF ANOTHER OF HIS UNEXPECTED SUCCESSES. THE 
ANSWER, ALAS, IS THAT THIS TIME HIS CHANCE OF SUCCESS 
APPEARS TO BE MORE SLIM THAN EVER BEFORE. THE OBSTACLE IS 
THE NEGOTIATING ROLE OF THE TOAD-LIKE YASSER EL ARAFAT 
AND THE SO-CALLED PALESTINE LIBERATION ARMY. 

8. THE EGYPTIANS AND JORDANIANS MUST BE SOMEHOW PER- 
SUADED TO BEGIN INTERIM TALKS WITH ISRAEL, ON THEIR OWN 
AND WITHOUT ARAFAT. THEY WERE READY TO DO THIS BEFORE 
THE RABAT MEETING. THEY MIGHT HAVE GOT THROUGH RABAT IN 
GOOD SHAPE IF THE ITALIANS, OF ALL PEOPLE, HAD NOT 
PUBLICLY EMBRACED ARAFAT IN THE INTERVAL. IN ANY CASE, 

ALL WENT WRONG AT RABAT. 

9. SECRETARY KISSINGER MUST THEREFORE PUT RIGHT WHAT WENT 
WRONG AT RABAT. IN GOOD CONSCIENCE, THE U.S. CANNOT 
PRESSURE THE ISRAELIS TO BRING ARAFAT INTO THE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS, SINCE ARAFAT AND HIS HENCHMEN ARE STILL PUBLICLY 
CALLING FOR ISRAEL'S DESTRUCTION. SO IT IS A MATTER OF 
GETTING THE EGYPTIANS AND JORDANIANS TO NEGOTIATE ON THEIR 
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OWN HOOK, IN EFFECT IN DEFIANCE OF ARAFAT. IT WILL BE 
DESPERATELY HARD TO DO. 

10. IT WOULD BE A LOT EASIER TO DO, OF COURSE, IF THE U.S. 

HAD NOT SO FLACCIDLY RESPONDED TO THE BRUTAL USES OF THE 
OIL WEAPON UP TO DATE. THE OIL WEAPON WAS USED MILITAR- 
ILY, AT THE TIME OF THE EMBARGO DURING THE YOM KIPPUR 
WAR. THE OIL WEAPON IS STILL BEING USED ECONOMICALLY, IN 
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A WAY THAT MUST EVENTUALLY DESTROY THE ENTIRE FINANCIAL- 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM OF THE WESTERN PART OF THE WORLD. WE 
HAVE DONE NOTHING. 

1 1 . IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, IT IS EASY TO SEE WHY THE 
ARABS CONSIDER THEY ARE IN AN IMMENSELY STRONG POSITION. 

IF THEY RENEW THE WAR AGAINST ISRAEL, THEY WILL NOT ONLY 
HAVE THE OIL WEAPON TO USE AGAINST THIS COUNTRY. BE- 
CAUSE OF OIL BLACKMAIL, THEY CAN ALSO BE SURE OF THE 
ACTIVE POLITICAL SUPPORT OF ALL AMERICA'S ALLIES. THE 
SOVIETS FURTHER STAND READY TO POUR ARMS INTO EGYPT 
WHENEVER THIS IS PROPERLY REQUESTED. 

12. THE KEY FIGURE ON THE ARAB SIDE IS EGYPT'S PRESIDENT 
ANWAR EL SADAT, AND THE KEY AND UNIQUE ASSET ON OUR SIDE 
IS SECRETARY KISSINGER'S ABILITY TO CARRY ON A RATIONAL 
DIALOGUE WITH PRESIDENT SADAT. ADD TO THIS THAT PRESI- 
DENT SADAT HAS A LIVELY AWARENESS THAT HE MUST TURN TO THE 
SOVIETS IF HE WANTS TO RENEW THE WAR, AND THAT IF THE WAR 

IS WON WITH SOVIET AID, THE SOVIETS WILL BE THE REAL 
MASTERS OF THE MIDDLE EAST. THERE IS A CHANCE THAT WAR 
MAY BE AVOIDED, BUT ONLY AN OFF CHANCE. 

13. IT IS FAR MORE LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT WITH RESPECT TO 
THIS MIDDLE EASTERN PROBLEM, WE ARE NOW IN SOMETHING 
LIKE THE POSITION OF THE BRITISH AND FRENCH BEFORE ADOLPH 
HITLER'S REOCCUPATION OF THE RHINELAND. THE UNOPPOSED 
REOCCUPATION OF THE RHINELAND IN 1936 LED STRAIGHT ON TO 
WORLD WAR IN 1939. BUT IF THE REOCCUPATION HAD BEEN 
TOUGHLY OPPOSED, AND ABOVE ALL, IF HITLER HAD KNOWN IN 
ADVANCE IT WOULD BE TOUGHLY OPPOSED, THE RHINELAND WOULD 
NOT HAVE BEEN REOCCUPIED. 
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14. THE OIL PRODUCING ARABS ARE FAR FROM RESEMBLING 
ADOLF HITLER. YET ANOTHER MIDDLE EASTERN WAR, PLUS AN- 
OTHER ANTI U.S. OIL EMBARGO. PLUS ALL THE REST THAT NOW 
THREATENS IN THAT AREA, WILL FATALLY UPSET THE WORLD 
BALANCE OF POWER. AND THAT WAS THE REAL TROUBLE IN THE 
1930S. INGERSOLL 
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